
Notes from the Rector 

 I’m hopeful about the new 

year.  Don’t get me wrong.  We’re still 

going to have all the things we 

struggled with last year, plus 

probably more that we haven’t even 

imagined yet.  But somehow the 

turning of the year and the lengthening of the hours 

of light make it easier to believe that good can 

overcome evil without using the tools of evil and 

becoming evil itself. 

 That is, in fact, the hope that Jesus offers us 

with his coming into the world.  The reason Jesus is 

not to be just another royal king of Israel is that the 

ultimate tool of earthly government authority is 

always threats (and the means to enforce them).  It 

doesn’t matter how benevolent the government may 

say it is, it is always about “You will do this or else.” 

 The “or else” may range from public 

embarrassment to execution, but it is a coercive 

action, hanging over everyone’s heads to get them to 

comply with what is required.  (Think of God’s 

favorite king David lusting after Bathsheba, taking 

her from her home and sleeping with her because 

he’s the king and holds the lives of not just her but 

everyone in her household in his hands.  He ends up 

having her husband killed so he can marry her and 

pretend their child is legitimate.)  It is why human 

governments always eventually devolve into strong-

arm dictatorships.  Using the tools of dictatorship 

(physical and economic might make right) makes 

governing easier, but even with the best intentions 

and justifications, eventually you become a 

dictatorship.  And the people who are not your 

targets will love you for it, because they will see it as 

strength and stability up until the moment the 

hammer falls on them as well. 

 But Jesus gives us a whole new way to see the 

world and our relationships with each other.  After 

living 30 years as a human among humans,  
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Jesus is fully immersed in the lives humans live.  

He is not God going through the motions as a fake 

human until the time comes to pretend he dies on 

the cross.  He is God who is a human being who 

has grown up seeing all of the ugliness that hu-

mans can do to one another. 

 Don’t forget, this is a time of public torture 

and executions, of lepers denied all contact with 

others, of the mentally ill being chained and im-

prisoned, of the poor begging and starving to 

death on the doorsteps of the rich, of soldiers per-

mitted to extort money from people and force 

them to carry their gear, of tax collectors per-

mitted to charge more than the allotted tax to in-

crease their salaries.  Lopping of hands for theft, 

beatings for getting in the way of the rich and 

powerful as they traveled, people being separated 

from community because they had limited access 

to clean water for bathing or occupations that re-

quired they be in contact with unclean things 

without time for ritual cleansing: tanners, butch-

ers, haulers of waste, etc.   

 Jesus sees all this firsthand.  So when he 

says the answer is to love God with everything 

you have and love one another as you love your-

selves (with “Love one another as I have loved 

you” thrown in by John), he’s not saying that as 

some starry-eyed politically and economically na-

ïve dreamer who wants everyone to hold hands 

and sing Kum Ba Yah. 

 He’s saying it as someone who has seen 

the futility of government without love up close 

and knows it’s a dead end street.  He knows that 

almost all of humanity’s problems come from not 

loving enough, or mistaking love for that warm 

and fuzzy feeling we get when all our hormones 

kick in, or labeling love that spirit of “charity” that 
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squashes people instead of lifting them up.   And 

he invites us to join him in making that world 

ruled by love—by Love—happen.  And the great-

est sign of how it works is Jesus’ own willingness 

to be tortured to death to prove that the Rule of 

Love works (without a last-minute blasting of his 

enemies from the cross á là Lucas or Spielberg).  

Because here we are 2000 years after his death, still 

stumbling along after him instead of having-

dismissed him as another dead crackpot centuries 

ago.   

A Blessed Advent and Christmas Season! 
 St. Andrew's is lucky and blessed to have so many people who care about others.  Jocelyn 
Moore represented St. Andrew’s on the Community Thanksgiving Dinner committee, which orga-
nized the dinner that served over 130 people in the community. Right after Thanksgiving, the Pape 
family once again provided the Perfect Tree from their ranch and a crew of Altar Guild and 
friends, including Dave and Mary Lankford, set the tree up and cut branches to make window can-
dle decorations and outdoor swags for the church. This old tradition brought many of us a feeling of 
comfort with its familiarity—and the scent of fresh pine! And singing O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
throughout Advent imparted another centering experience for everyone. 

 Patty and Phil Washburn were gracious hosts for the ECW Christmas party, also a joyous oc-
casion which recalled many gatherings over the years.  

 We joined with the Pinedale Community UCC Church to have a service of Advent Lessons 
and Carols, this time worshiping in their church and blending our voices in praise. Thank you to 
everyone who practiced songs and readings, got excited about worshiping together, and came to-
gether with our brothers and sisters in Christ on December 19th, including Teresa Lindenmeier, 
Laura Shell, Julie Cook, Lauren McKeever, Randy Belton, Melinda Bobo, J J Huntley, Sue Briggs-
Stanfill, Sue Holz, Bob Zakotnik, Jen Adam, Joni Mack, Allison Linn, Renate Linn, Doug Linn, Jim 
Huntley, Julie Konicek, Ken Konicek, Sarah Hixson, Jocelyn Moore, Madeleine Murdock, Becky 
Poe, and all the members of Pinedale Community Church who provided a wonderfully festive coffee 
hour following the service. 

 The week of the 20th, we had a Service of Solace on the 21st and hung ornaments on our tree 
in honor of or in memory of loved ones (you can still loan an ornament as they will hang on the tree 
through Epiphany.) Thank you also to Lauren McKeever for providing all of us another opportuni-
ty to help others in a meaningful way by doing an in-gathering of needed items for the Wyoming 
Homeless Shelter (the largest in Wyoming) in Casper. She has already sent over a couple of boxes 
full of items, and we are still putting things in the narthex. 

 Christmas Eve included a heartfelt church service with the residents of Sublette Center fea-
turing prayers and beloved carols. Our worship in church that evening, starting with carol singing 
at 4:45, 5 o'clock worship, and repeated at 9:45, 10 o'clock, was a special time for everyone. Thank 
you Melinda, for being open to have the music enlivened by my new electronic piano's pipe organ 
and heavenly chorus functions! Coffee hour after the late service was a classic fellowship hour. 
Thank you to the treat bringers, to Gary Lankford for shoveling snow several times, Scott Davis for 
hauling the piano around, and to everyone who came to worship during this joyous time. Love filled 
the air, and our hearts! 

Blessings, 

Joni Mack 
 

 This is what gives me hope.  Because even 

a little love is better than no love.  And in 2000 

years we have learned to be a little more loving 

than we were, codifying that into law and making 

that the new norm for how we care for each other.  

All we have to do is not lose heart but keep lean-

ing into Love, leaning into God, and letting the 

Rule of Love guide our steps into the new year 

and beyond.  Happy New Year!  
Melinda+ 



 

 December at St. Andrew’s.  
Above: enjoying Lessons and Carols 
at the UCC Community Church.  Left: 
10 pm Christmas Eve Service.  All by 
Jocelyn Moore.   

 Below: Buck Deer and Sunset by 
Andrea Paulsen. 
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St. Andrew’s in the Pines Episcopal Church 

PO Box 847 

Pinedale, WY 82941 

UPCOMING DATES IN JANUARY 
January 1, 8, 15, 22, 29: Saturday Taizé services in-

person and by Zoom at 6 pm. 

January 2, 9, 16, 23, 30: Sunday services in-person and 

by Zoom at 9 am. 

January 10: Vestry meeting in-person and by Zoom at 

5:30 pm in the Undercroft. 

January 11, 18, 25: Seeking the Way in Our Time:  

An Epiphany Study in person and by Zoom at 6:30  

pm in the Sanctuary.  

January 26: Deadline for the February Newsletter at 5 

pm.  Please email submissions to Sukey at 

sukeybook@gmail.com.    

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  
 

Mary Thompson  1/2 

Aaron Seehafer  1/4 

Julie Cook   1/5 

Mike Beard   1/6 

Margaret Rife  1/8 

Ruth Noble   1/10 

Horton Spitzer  1/12 

Mary Lankford  1/14 

Melinda Bobo  1/18 

Eli Belton   1/29 

Troy Lindenmeier  1/30 

mailto:sukeybook@gmail.com


The Episcopal Church in Wyoming presents Seek-

ing the Way in Our Time: An Epiphany Study.  

The speakers at our 2021 Convention were just too 

stimulating to keep to ourselves, so the Episcopal 

Church in Wyoming is providing materials for a 

study based on our speakers’ presentations for the 

Season after Epiphany (January 6 - February 27, 

2022).  Everything needed to lead a spirited discus-

sion group is provided in order to engage with six 

of the talks given at our 2021 Diocesan Convention.  

We hope you will be inspired when you hear what 

these gifted and courageous speakers have to say.  

Their vision and honesty echoes one another, 

speaks to the place many of our churches find 

themselves in right now, and brings hope for our 

journey into the future.  Each talk lasts 40 minutes 

to an hour without interruption, so you can expect 

each discussion session to last 90 minutes or so de-

pending upon the amount of discussion by your 

group.  St. Andrew’s Study will be on Tuesdays in 

person and by Zoom at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary, 

January 11 through February 15. 

St. Andrew’s and St. Hubert’s are reapplying for 

Collaborative Foundation Grant funds for 2022.  We 

will continue to assist people in Sublette County 

struggling with the financial consequences of the 

COVID-19 pandemic or needing help with mental 

health support.  If you or someone you know has a 

need, please email Melinda or a  vestry member for 

an application. 
 

Sublette County Vaccination Update  As of Decem-

ber 27, 2021 3,299 people have been fully vaccinated 

in Sublette County, which means that 33.56% of our 

population has been vaccinated.  As of December 29, 

Sublette County Public Health has had 9 new cases in 

the past 14 days and our total deaths from COVID-19 

is 23.  
 

St. Andrew’s annual meeting will be held in Febru-

ary.  The Vestry will set the date at the January meet-

ing. 
 

2022 Episcopal Church Calendars are available on 

the table in the narthex/entryway.  Please stop by the 

church and pick one up. 

ALL Are Welcome! By Jocelyn Moore 

 One word that struck me during this Christmas season was “all.”  In Luke’s second chapter, verse 10, 

he writes of an angel’s announcement of Jesus’ birth to a group of shepherds on night watch. 

Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all peo-

ple.”   

 After the shepherds trekked to the stable and saw the tiny Jesus for themselves, they told everyone 

they saw.  Luke relates these actions in verse 18. 

And all those who heard it marveled at those things told them by the shepherds. 

 Following the required purification, Mary and Joseph took Jesus to Jerusalem for circumcision. When 

the elderly priest Simeon held baby Jesus in his arms, he exclaimed, 

“…For my eyes have seen Your salvation which you have prepared before the face of all peoples. A light to bring revela-

tion to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.”  

 In his second letter to the church at Corinth, verse 15 of the fifth chapter, Paul writes to the Corinthi-

ans as well as to us today, 

And He (Jesus) died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and 

rose again. 

A - L - L 

All races, nationalities, genders, faiths, backgrounds, education, and color. No restrictions, no qualifiers, no 

limits, and no conditions imposed by a God who doesn’t play favorites, who invented diversity and purpose-

fully created differences in people.  At Christmas, God sent Jesus as a Living Invitation, not to religion, but to 

a relationship with Him.  Like the shepherds, we share the good news and love of Jesus and let the world 

know that ALL ARE WELCOME. 

NEWS UPDATES 



St. Andrew’s in the Pines Vestry      November 8, 2021 
Treasurer’s Report for October: MSPd to approve report.  Joni sent a draft budget revision which showed ordinary income and 

expenses are in line with what we could have expected for this year. MSPd to accept as is. Outreach funds are approximately 

1,100. Defer using the funds as virtually every request is from someone impacted by COVID. 

Diocesan Convention Report:  Convention Report: Brian McLaren was the featured speaker. He spoke about how we’ve come to 

where we are in Christianity. He worked with people who founded a church based only on the Gospel, without focusing on the 

church itself, just on outreach to make their community better. Working with other pastors to do things for the community, in-

cluding reaching out to the town government to offer assistance in the community. That kind of work is what we’re supposed to 

be doing; it means we’re making a difference. Theme: Embracing the New Frontier; the Bishop opened the meeting with the idea 

that we are on the new frontier, and it is part of who we are and what we do. Jimmy Bartz of Jackson spoke on the laundry mis-

sion in LA and in Jackson, helping people get laundry done. Melinda spoke about being called to know and own each other’s sto-

ries; each of us has a piece of the story and the whole is Truth. Roxanne Friday of Ethete presented on Native American spirituali-

ty, which varies from tribe to tribe and varies across various reservations. We are in the kind of times that are a challenge for 

people to feel that they are being spiritually fulfilled. We need to figure out how to use those things that assist people in being 

more deeply connected to the experience of God. 

Melinda will start a series of Adult Education classes, beginning in January, based on the excellent presenters at convention. Our 

new Bishop continues to emphasize the changing and challenging aspects of church at this time; outreach into the community is 

as important as getting people into the church to worship.  We need to continue to come together as a church family to worship 

and share fellowship. 

COVID situation: there were 20 new cases and a total of 20 deaths since the beginning of the pandemic, including 7 in the last 

month. 30% of county residents are vaccinated, and booster shots are being given. The vestry noted that the Public Health nurs-

es and employees are doing heroic work. Individual members thought maybe doing a food gift would be appropriate and well-

received. 

Audit:  not yet completed due to difficulty getting the committee together. 

Homeowners Assistance Program update: not yet available statewide.  

Liturgy Series: we completed the historical series of liturgy, starting in 1549. It was an interesting study. We will use liturgies 

from around the world, the 4th Sunday of each month. The first one is the New Zealand Prayerbook.  The Bishop is encouraging 

every church to experience the global church, especially as we are on the new frontier. 

Advent: Melinda plans on doing a nightly advent meditation, in person at the church and on Zoom. Taize will continue every Sat-

urday night; more people are taking part in this service. 

Community Thanksgiving Dinner: UCC has dropped out as they are still in the midst of a search for a new rector. Catholic church 

in charge. MSPd to donate $175 to split the $500 Ultra donation outreach.  

Vestry membership: there are two people interested in being on the Vestry to fill the vacancy by Sarah Hixson’s expiring term: 

Teresa Lindenmeier and Sherrill Hudson. 

Sr. and Jr. Warden opportunities: continue to talk to parishioners about filling these unique leadership roles. 

Card ministry: Jocelyn Moore is expanding birthday card ministry to other occasions as well. She’ll send notes to people for other 

occasions, like get well cards, new jobs, encouragement, etc. Let her know if there is a special occasion.  

Melinda is going on vacation in November, one week away and one week in town.  

Service Time: Melinda will send out a new survey about service times and get a consensus for winter. 


